
  

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Br i t i sh  inf luence and cont ro l  over what would become Niger ia and Af r ica ' s  most  populous 

count ry  grew through the 19th century .  A ser ies  of  const i tu t ions a f te r  Wor ld  War I I  g ranted 

Niger ia  greater  autonomy; independence came in 1960. Fol lowing near ly 16 yea rs  of  

mi l i ta ry ru le,  a  new cons t i tu t ion was adopted in  1999, and a peaceful  t rans i t ion to c iv i l ian 

government  was comple ted.  The government cont inues to face the daunt ing task of  

re forming a pet ro leum-based economy, whose revenues have been squandered thro ugh 

cor rupt ion and mismanagement,  and inst i tu t ional i z ing democracy.  In  addi t ion,  Niger ia  

cont inues to exper ience longs tanding ethnic  and re l ig ious tens ions.  A l though both the 

2003 and 2007 pres ident ia l  e lec t ions were marred by s ign i f icant  i r regular i t ies  an d 

v io lence,  Niger ia  i s  cur rent l y  exper ienc ing i t s  longes t  per iod of  c iv i l ian ru le  s ince 

independence.  The genera l  e lec t ions of  Apr i l  2007 marked the f i r s t  c iv i l ian - to-c iv i l ian 

t rans fe r  of  power  in the country ' s  h i s tory.  In  January  2010, Niger ia  assumed a 

nonpermanent  sea t  on the UN Secur i t y  Counci l  for  the 2010 -11 term.  

GEOGRAPHY 

Location Western Af r ica,  border ing the Gul f  o f  Guinea,  be tween Benin and 

Cameroon 

Area 923,768 sq km 

Climate var ies ;  equator ia l  in south,  t rop ica l in center ,  ar id  in  north  

Natural Resources natura l gas,  pet ro leum, t in,  i ron ore ,  coal,  l imes tone,  n iob ium, lead, z inc,  

arab le  land 

Total Renewable 

Water Resources 

286.2 cu km (2003)  

Freshwater 

Withdrawal 
to ta l :  8.01 cu km/yr  (21%/10%/69%)  

per  capi ta:  61 cu m/yr  (2000)  

Natural Hazards per iod ic droughts ;  f looding  

Environmental 

Issues 

soi l  degradat ion;  rapid de foresta t ion;  urban a i r  and water  pol lu t ion;  

deser t i f i cat ion;  o i l  pol lu t ion -  water ,  a i r ,  and soi l ;  has suf fe red ser ious 

damage f rom oi l  sp i l ls ;  loss  of  arab le  land;  rap id urbanizat ion 

PEOPLE 

 COUNTRY DATA: NIGERIA: Information from the CIA World Factbook  



Population 152,217,341 

Ethnic Groups Niger ia ,  Af r ica ' s  most  populous country ,  is  composed of  more than 250 

e thn ic groups;  the fol lowing are the most  populous and pol i t ica l l y  

in f luent ia l:  Hausa and Fulan i 29%,  Yoruba 21%, Igbo ( Ibo)  18%,  I jaw 

10%, Kanur i  4%,  Ib ibio 3.5%,  T iv  2.5%  

Religions Mus l im 50%, Chr is t ian 40%,  ind igenous be l ie f s 10%  

Languages Engl i sh  (of f ic ia l ) ,  Hausa,  Yoruba, Igbo ( Ibo) ,  Fulan i  

Literacy Rate  68% 

Major Infectious 

Diseases 
degree of  r i sk :  very  high 

food or  waterborne diseases:  bac ter ia l  and protozoal  d iar rhea, hepat i t i s  A 

and E,  and t yphoid fever  

vec torborne d isease:  malar ia and ye l low fever  

resp i ra tory d isease:  meningococcal  mening i t i s  

aerosol i zed dus t  or so i l  contac t  d isease:  one of  the  most  h igh ly  endemic 

areas for Lassa fever  

water  contac t  d isease :  lep tosp i ros i s  and sh is tosomias is  

an imal contac t  d isease:  rab ies 

note:  h igh ly  pathogenic  H5N1 av ian inf luenza has been ident i f ied in th i s  

count ry ;  i t  poses a negl ig ib le  r i sk w i th ex t remely  rare cases poss ib le  

among US c i t i zens who have c lose contact  w i th  b i rds (2009)  

GOVERNMENT 

Type federa l republ ic  

Independence 1 October  1960 ( f rom the UK)  

Constitution adopted 5 May 1999;  e f fec t ive 29 May 1999  

Legal System based on Engl i sh  common law, I s lamic law ( in 12 nor thern s tates ) ,  and 

t rad i t ional  law;  accepts  compulsory ICJ jur i sd ic t ion w i th reserva t ions  

ECONOMY 

Agricultural 

Products 

cocoa, peanuts,  cot ton,  pa lm oi l ,  corn,  r ice ,  sorghum, mi l le t ,  cassava 

( tap ioca),  yams, rubber ;  cat t le,  sheep, goats ,  p igs;  t imber;  f i sh  

Industries c rude oi l ,  coa l ,  t in,  columbi te;  rubber products ,  wood; h ides and sk ins,  

tex t i les,  cement and other  cons t ruc t ion mater ia ls ,  food products ,  footwear,  

chemica ls,  fe r t i l i zer ,  pr in t ing,  ceramics ,  s tee l  

Import 

commodities 

machinery,  chemica ls,  t ranspor t  equipment ,  manufactured goods,  food 

and l i ve  an imals  



Import Partners China 14.89%,  US 8.88%, Nether lands 8.18%, South Korea 5.46%, UK 

4.63%,  France 4.19% (2009)  

Export 

Commodities 

pe t ro leum and pe t ro leum products 95%,  cocoa,  rubber  

Export Partners US 35.08%, Ind ia 10.43%,  Braz i l  9 .32%, Spain 7.19%,  France 4.65% 

(2009) 

Per Capita GDP $2,300 (2009 es t . )  

Population below 

poverty line 

70% (2007 es t . )  

 

*CITATIONS: All information included above is extracted from the CIA World Factbook except where noted. 


